
Strategies and 
Actions for 
Greening:
University of Surrey

Tom Parrott – Head of Energy 
& Sustainability



Drivers for 
engagement
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» Moral

• Growing evidence that we need 
to do more and do it sooner

» Financial

• Reduce operational costs, 
increase revenue, increase 
chance of grant application 
success

» Reputation



Drivers for Engagement - Reputation
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Survey of University of Surrey Students conducted by N. Rieg – Doctoral Practitioner working for the University’s Sustainability Team & 

Centre for Environmental Studies [Available Online – EAUC Exchange]

Growing number of rankings and assessments of 

University performance:

• THE Impact Rankings (International ranking of 

operational and research progress towards 2030 

UN SDG’s) – Surrey 61st of 1114 Universities with 

11 SDG’s in the top 100. 

• People and Planet Green League

• NUS/SoS, UCU and People and Planet 

assessment of carbon targets



Strategy and Embedding the SDG’s
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• Policy led strategy. In the past two years we have introduced or refreshed Energy, 

Water, Purchasing policies, linking these to the SDG’s

• Governance structure that promotes close working between student groups, 

academics and professional services staff

• Starting to embed the SDG’s and Sustainability in decision making processes. 

• We look at the SDG’s from the following perspective:

• Operational Performance – What are we doing to reduce our on-site impact?

• Partnerships – How do we use existing partnerships to influence and broaden 

impact. 

• Research – Sustainability is a strategic research theme for the University

• Engagement – Engaging our own staff and students to engender a collective 

responsibility

• Curriculum – Ensuring all students understand how their course impacts 

sustainability and how such impacts might be removed.



Strategy - Governance
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Executive Board

Executive Sustainability 
Steering Group – (Chair 

& EB Lead for 
Sustainability Prof 

Graham Miller)

Lead for Sustainability in 
Research

Professor Richard 
Murphy

Sustainability Research 
Enhancement Working 

Group

Lead for Sustainability in 
Curriculum

Professor Angela 
Druckman

Sustainability in the 
Curriculum Working 

Group

Lead for Sustainability in 
Operations

Mr Tom Parrott

WG’s including –
Catering and Waste, 

Transport, Labs, 
Biodiversity, 
Procurement

• All WG’s is comprised of students, 

academic and professional service 

staff.

• These are action based groups. 

Members are expected to participate.

• Engender a sense of ownership over 

project and issues.  



Local, National & International Partnerships
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• Surrey Energy Partnership – The Surrey Energy Partnership (SEP) grew out of the University’s Living Lab 

and now includes representatives from Surrey County Council, Enterprise M3LEP, SSE Enterprise, 

ThamesWey Group. The group was formed to bring collaborators together to deliver projects and action linking 

to national and regional strategies, while building on local and county-wide strengths.

• Surrey Climate Commission - The University is a founding member of the UK’s first county -level climate 

commission. We have delivered a granular, baseline study of the county’s carbon emissions, have co-hosted 3 

citizen assemblies and actively showcase research and action on climate change with the Commission. 

• University Global Partnership Network – The University is a founding member and permanent secretariat of 

this world-class network of four global Universities (North Carolina, Sao Paulo, Wollongong).  The UGPN 

Research Collaboration fund has supported 64 projects, 300 staff and 100 students covering a range of 

sustainability-based topics including carbon economies, bio-nano interfaces and international trade. Key 

projects include new sources of energy for wearable applications and devices using nano-carbon electrodes.
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