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Who we are?

ACA – association of national bodies 
supporting and funding higher 
education internationalisation

ESN – Network of +500 local 
associations, connected to over 1000 
HEI in +40 countries supporting over 
350.000 students per year  



Student mobility types & funding arrangements

Credit mobility (e.g. Erasmus+)

▪ Study or traineeship abroad, 
typically 1-2 semesters in physical 
or blended format

▪ Costs of study: typically waived 
▪ Costs of living: funded via EU, 

national or institutional grants + 
students’ own contributions

▪ EU average grant ≅ EUR 500 per 
month

▪ EU organisational support for HEIs 
= EUR 400 per student (first 100); 
EUR 230 as of 101st student 

Degree-seeking mobility

▪ Study abroad at Bachelor, Master’s 
or PhD level

▪ Costs of study and living: funded 
fully or partially through EU, 
national or institutional 
scholarships, or students/parents’ 
own resources

▪ Differences in tuition fees for 
EU/EEA and non-EU/EEA students 
across Europe 
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I. Key trends in student mobility funding
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1. Erasmus+ remains the main source of funding for credit 
mobility, especially for lower levels of education & shorter 
formats

32%

46%

49%

61%

PhD

Master's

Short cycle

Bachelor

EU funded share (2021)
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Source: Eurostat



2. Degree-seeking student mobility expands in Europe
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Increased expectations about 
possibilities to stay and 
labour market integration 

Source: OECD – Andreas Schleicher



3. Focus on tuition fees is getting stronger
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Recent changes in France, Finland, 
Norway, Belgium (Flanders), 
Netherlands… 



4. Students increasingly work to fund their mobility 
costs (credit and degree)
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• Increasing trend: Student employment has risen across most countries 
(EUROSTUDENT).

• Financial necessity: Students work not only to gain experience but also to cover 
living expenses and afford their studies.

• Implications for mobility: Students who depend on employment income may face 
additional barriers to participating in Erasmus+, transition to labour market abroad 
is limited. 

59%
of students work during the 
academic semester
Eurostudent

31% 
of Full Degree Mobile Students 
work during their studies
ESNsurvey

6%​​
of credit mobile students 
work during their mobility,
ESNsurvey



II. The student reality 
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Trends in Cost of Living (CoL) 
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Average cost of living for Credit 
Mobility Students & Full Degree 
students increases every year; 
and has increased significantly 
since 2020 where the average 
student reportedly needed 
roughly 625 EUR. 



Credit mobility / Erasmus+ students CoL
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Average cost of living for 
Erasmus+ mobilities in the 
European Higher Education 
Area (Erasmus+ & UK & 
Switzerland): is higher on 
average, great diversity per 
country. 



Main expenses
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85% of their expenses are basic expenses such as accommodation (48%), other living costs such as food (24%) 
and Transportation (12h46)



Scholarship coverage 
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In the case of Erasmus+, students 
indicate that on average 54% of their 
costs are covered by the Erasmus+ 
Grant. 

Differences of contribution from 
scholarships per sending countries are 
quite High.



Co-funding – credit mobility students
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The majority of Credit Mobile students ranked 
family contributions most commonly to the 
mobility, combined with personal saving and 
student jobs before mobility. 

During mobility is rarely mentioned.



Co-funding – full degree students
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10%

15%

22%

53%

Pre-arrival savings

Scholarships

Income earned in France

Familly / relatives

Composition of international students' financial resources in France
% of total resources spent during their stay, 2022 (souce: Campus 

France)

Figures from France indicate that Family & 
relatives is the most important contributor, 
while income earned in France is even higher 
ranked than Scholarships and Pre-Arrival 
savings



III. Economic impact analyses
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Degree-
seeking 
mobility
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Erasmus+ mobility
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Short-term economic effects arising during student 
mobility (KA131 – 2022 call) in Croatia, Germany, 
Hungary, Portugal, and Serbia 

Expenditure-driven changes measured through 

Gross value added (GVA) 

Employment (full-time equivalent jobs) 

Fiscal revenue (taxes and social contributions)

Reciprocal nature of mobilty: incoming vs outgoing

Differences in mobility duration (short- vs long-
term)



Model: Net economic effect (domestic demand)
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Inflows

• New expenditure 
entering the 
domestic 
economy as a 
result of hosting 
incoming 
Erasmus+ 
students or 
receiving 
programme-
related funds

-

Outflows

• Expenditure by 
outgoing 
students and 
their visitors that 
takes place 
outside their 
country of origin

-

Opportunity cost

• Domestic 
expenditure that 
would have 
occurred if a 
student had 
remained in their 
home country, 
but which is 
displaced abroad 
during mobility

Macro-economic 
effects 

Use of I-O 
multipliers to 
calculated

• Gross value 
added (GVA)

• Employment 
effects (in FTE)

• Fiscal effects 
(taxes and social 
contributions)

Complementary qualitative assessment
 How incoming & outgoing mobility patterns 
align with country’s long-term economic and 

development strategies



Model components

1. Personal expenditures

2. Relocation related expenditures

3. Visitor related expenditures

4. Programme related transfers
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Cost of living: longer-term mobility
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• Substantial variation across the 
five countries

• Estimates for Serbia derived 
from Croatia & Hungary 
averages 



Consistent net positive economic effects despite 
differences in size, mobility volumes, economic 
structures, and cost-of-living levels
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Implications at institutional level
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=> Need for more strategic approaches 
to student mobility

▪ Opportunities to connect to local 
economy and R&I / business ecosystem 

▪ Uneven attractiveness to international 
mobile students

▪ Structured efforts to improve support, 
services, and activities of value for 
international students



Thank you!

Veronika Kupriyanova

veronika.kupriyanova@aca-
secretariat.be  
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Wim Gabriels

director@esn.org
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