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The labeling procedure starts with a self-assessment

https://orpheus-med.org/best-practices-recommendations/

https://orpheus-med.org/


The Best Practices contain the following topics:

1. Research Environment

2. Outcomes 

3. Admission Policy and Criteria

4. PhD Training Program

5. Supervision 

6. PhD Thesis 

7. Assessment 

8. Graduate School Structure

https://orpheus-med.org/best-practices-recommendations/

https://orpheus-med.org/


The Best Practices are composed of 
Core & Advanced recommendations and Annotations 

CR4.1-7, only 1-4 are shown; PhD Training Program



To obtain the ORPHEUS certificate of label, fill out the form

Download the application form at: https://orpheus-med.org/quality-assurance/

https://orpheus-med.org/


From self assessment to certificate & label

1. Send the Self Assessment form to ORPHEUS

2. The form is evaluated by the Labeling Board (LB) 

3. Recommendations for improvement are given

4. After implementation, an ORPHEUS certificate is awarded

5. To obtain a label, a site visit is performed 

6. Two LB members (+PhD student) speak to all stakeholders

7. Recommendations for improvement are given 

8. After implementation, an ORPHEUS label is awarded

https://orpheus-med.org/


~40 universities have already obtained a certificate or label

Label

Certificate

https://orpheus-med.org/
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What is the added value of the ORPHEUS quality label?

1. A self-reflection pinpoints your strengths/weaknesses

2. Objective evaluation by international experts

3. A good benchmark with European best practices

4. Preparation for internal/national accreditation

5. As leverage to influence authorities

6. A basis for international collaboration & joint doctorates

7. A quality label to use in funding applications

8. Renewal procedure to keep updated with changes

https://orpheus-med.org/


Concluding remarks

john.creemers@kuleuven.be     secretary@orpheus-med.org 

1. The ORPHEUS label was developed to meet European standards

and to facilitate international collaboration

2. It serves both established and starting Doctoral Schools

3. It respects national regulations

4. It is updated on a regular basis

5. It currently aims at Biomedical Sciences but can easily be

adapted by all sciences

6. Online workshops to get started with the application are

organized twice a year (free of charge, also for non-members)

https://orpheus-med.org/
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