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Research assessment, 

is there a real issue?



A “papercentric” assessment



Source: EUA 2019 Open Science and Access Survey on Research Assessment

Inappropriate uses of indicators 



The “streetlight effect” of some indicators

Source: Adaptation from the presentation by Ismael Ràfols (CWTS) at UIMP 2022

Research 

well illuminated 

by indicators

Research 

not well 

captured 

by indicators

Multiple types of space:

Geographical (eg, South)

Cognitive (eg, SSH)

Linguistic (eg, non-English)

Sectoral (eg, Low-tech)

Social (eg, Gender)



“The survey found PhD students had the 

hardest time meeting the standards of 

responsible research. Some 53% of them 

admitted to frequently engaging in one of the 

11 questionable research behaviors within the 

past 3 years, compared to 49% of associate 

and full professors.” 

Some negative effects



Some negative effects



Towards a European reform 

of research (and academic) 

assessment



Previous initiatives



The Coalition for Advancing 

Research Assessment - CoARA

Mar 2021

EC OS Unit 

1st meeting 

with 

stakeholders

Sep 2021

ERA policy 

agenda 

2022-2024 
Nov 2021

EC 

publishes its 

Scoping 

paper 

Jul 2022

EC 

publishes 

Agreement 

on 

Reforming 

Research 

Assessment

Dic 2022

CoARA is 

constituted



Source: CoARA General Assembly, 12 June 2024

CoARA members nowadays



Source: CoARA General Assembly, 12 June 2024

A global initiative rooted in Europe



CoARA implies a call for action

Source: CoARA General Assembly, 12 June 2024



First effects…



Building knowledge and practices together



Gràcies

Gracias

Thank you
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