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Bologna Tools – overview

▪ Diploma Supplement

▪ ECTS

▪ 3-cycles in HE

▪ Qualifications frameworks

▪ Quality assurance
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Diploma Supplement

▪ Information provision: transparency

▪ Standardized formats

▪ Issued by HEI

▪ Facilitates recognition and mobility

▪ Berlin Communiqué, 2003

DS: https://ec.europa.eu/education/diploma-supplement_en

DS examples: https://europa.eu/europass/en/diploma-supplement-examples

https://ec.europa.eu/education/diploma-supplement_en
https://europa.eu/europass/en/diploma-supplement-examples
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ECTS 

▪ European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System 

▪ Standardized credit system in EHEA

▪ Facilitates mobility and fair recognition

▪ 60 ECTS per academic year; 1 ECTS = 25-30 hours of work

▪ Diploma Supplement, Course Catalogue, Learning 

Agreement, Transcript

▪ ECTS Users’ Guide

▪ ECTS: 

https://ec.europa.eu/education/resourc

es-and-tools/european-credit-transfer-

and-accumulation-system-ects_en  

▪ ECTS Users Guide: 

https://ec.europa.eu/assets/eac/educa

tion/ects/users-guide/index_en.htm

▪ https://ec.europa.eu/assets/eac/educa

tion/ects/users-guide/credit-mobility-

documents_en.htm
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Three cycle system 

▪ Bachelor – Master – Doctorate

▪ Short cycle: 120 ECTS

▪ Bachelor: 180-240 ECTS

▪ Master: 60-120 ECTS 

▪ Doctorate: no credits assigned

▪ Bologna Declaration, Berlin Communiqué, 

2003

http://www.ehea.info/media.ehea.info/file/Ministerial_conferences/02/8/1

999_Bologna_Declaration_English_553028.pdf

Source: http://www.ehea.info/page-three-cycle-system
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Qualifications frameworks

▪ Overarching framework: European 

Qualifications Framework (EQF)

▪ National Qualifications Framework (NQF)

▪ NQF referenced to EQF   

▪ Place of the qualification in the edu system

▪EQF: Europass portal: 

https://europa.eu/europass/en/european-qualifications-

framework-eqf

▪ Compare frameworks: 

https://europa.eu/europass/en/compare-qualifications

https://europa.eu/europass/en/european-qualifications-framework-eqf
https://europa.eu/europass/en/compare-qualifications
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Quality Assurance

ESG: European Standards and Guidelines for QA in the EHEA 

▪ Initiated by the E4 Group

▪ Adopted in Bergen Communiqué, 2005; revised 2015.

▪ 3 Parts: Internal QA - External QA - Standards for QA Agencies

▪ Standardized, fair and transparent procedures

EQAR: European Register of Quality Assurance Agencies (2008) 

▪ QAA compliance with ESG

▪ DEQAR: external QA reports, automatic recognition

▪ https://enqa.eu/ 

▪ https://www.enqa.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2015/11/ESG_20

15.pdf

▪ https://www.eqar.eu/

http://www.ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/2003_Berlin_Communique_English_577284.pdf
https://www.enqa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/ESG_2015.pdf
https://www.eqar.eu/
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Latest update: DEQAR CONNECT project

Thank you!

Any questions?

mwestrik@nuffic.nl

STREAM – free online course for admission officers

https://www.enic-naric.net/stream-the-online-training-platform-
for-admissions-officers.aspx


