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• How the UK university sector is funded

• How we’ve demonstrated that university funding is an issue

• Where we go next? 
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Universities UK is the voice 
of 141 universities across all four UK nations 
– England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland. 

Our mission is to help UK universities be the 
best in the world, through their research and 
teaching, and the positive impact they have 
locally, nationally and globally.

We aim to shape policy that allows 
universities to deliver the greatest impact 
possible for students, staff, the economy, and 
the communities they serve.

Universities UK

https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/about-us/our-members


How are UK 
universities 
funded?
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• Home student fees – £9,250 p/a. 

• International student fees – uncapped but ranging 
from £11,400 - £38,000 p/a (sometimes higher).

• Teaching grant – previously made up a significant 
amount of HE funding but now reduced. 

• Research funding – research grants & contracts 

• Other – events, property, donations, endowment, 
etc

How are universities funded?

Source: University of London Financial 
Statements 2023

https://www.london.ac.uk/about/finance/annual-reports-financial-statements
https://www.london.ac.uk/about/finance/annual-reports-financial-statements
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Labour 

1997-2010

• Increase in 
expansion to HE.

• Introduction of 
tuition fees.

• Teaching grant 
unchanged.

Coalition 

2010-2015

• Austerity. 

• Cut to teaching 
grant and QR 
funding.

• Trebling of 
tuition fees.

Conservative 
2015-2024

• Brexit, Covid, 
high inflation. 

• Small increase 
in fees.

• Increased int 
student 
recruitment. 
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Source: Institute for Fiscal Studies

University resources per student per degree (England only)

https://ifs.org.uk/publications/higher-education-funding-england-past-present-and-options-future
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Source: Office for Students, TRAC data

TRAC full economic cost surplus/(deficit) by activity, UK higher 
education institutions (2022−23) 
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https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/trac-data/


How did we show that 
university funding 
was an issue?
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How have we showed that funding is an 
issue? 

https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/what-we-do/policy-and-research/publications/features/sustainable-university-funding/what-problem-university-funding
https://www.pwc.co.uk/government-public-sector/education/documents/higher-education-financial-sustainability-report.pdf
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How have we showed that funding is an 
issue – R&I? 



Where next?
UUK’s Blueprint 
for Change
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• UK General Election result and change in government provides a key 
opportunity to reset relations.

• The Blueprint (published on Monday) brings together all UUK’s previous 
evidence and analysis into one place and sets out how the sector can 
work in partnership with the government to help achieve their aims.  

• The document was overseen by experts who were external to the 
university sector, and who could therefore play a ‘critical friend’ role. 

• The focus is not explicitly on funding, but on how we can create a UK 
university sector that is better in ten years’ time than it is today.

• Sets out short-term stabilisation measures, before setting out an agenda 
for transformation – led by universities themselves and supported by 
government.

Where next? UUK’s Blueprint for Change



We face a choice. We can take 
the path which leads to better and 

stronger universities…or we can let 
them slide into decline.

We must choose the former path. 
This is not just government’s 
responsibility. It is a shared 

responsibility.
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Professor Dame Sally Mapstone
UUK President 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of St Andrews
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Where next? UUK’s Blueprint for Change



@UUKIntl @Universities UK International @InternationalUnit@UUKIntl

@UUKIntl
@Universities UK International@Universities UK International

@Universities UK International
@InternationalUnit

@InternationalUnit

https://twitter.com/UUKIntl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universities-uk-international/
https://www.youtube.com/user/InternationalUnit
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