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Bringing diversity and excellence together
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What is Aurora
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• A new network, launched in October 2016

• Nine research-intensive universities at an “arms length”
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What is Aurora about?
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Presidents’ priorities
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• Diversity and inclusion

• Societal impact and relevance of research

• Students’ initiatives & engagement

• Innovation of teaching and learning

(Sustainability – SDGs??)
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Open for Aurora member initiatives only – at this stage 
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Aurora SDG bibliometric analysis
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Inclusive Internationalisation
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Diversity in research domains
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Source 1 Nishina, Y. (2013). 

The Birmingham Style of ESP Discourse Analysis.
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Excellence in doctoral education
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Mastermind Europe
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How do you a) know (assessment mechanisms): b) if students are good enough (norms/levels), c) in 

the things that they need to be good at (criteria).

Turned around in logical order: 1) Criteria, 2) Norms/levels, 3) Assessment mechanisms (with 4) 

assessment scores)

1 Criteria 2 Norms / 

levels

3 Assessment 

mechanisms

4 Assessment 

scores

In plain language: What you are looking for What you are looking at Comments Kees 

Kouwenaar

Subject-related 

Knowledge and Skills

General academic 

competencies

Personal Competencies 

& Traits

Language competencies
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Learning outcomes

AURORA-NETWORK.GLOBAL @AURORA_ORG

Learning outcomes are statements 

of what a learner is expected 

to know, 

understand and/or 

be able to demonstrate 

after completion of a process of learning
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My three messages
➢ 1 Diversity ~ imbalance
➢ 2 Learning incomes help
➢ 3 Aurora & Mastermind
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Thank you for your attention

Aurora office: www.aurora-network.global

Kees Kouwenaar: kees.kouwenaar@aurora-network.global

Joke Verwers: info@aurora-network.global

Ilyes Machkor: info@aurora-network.global

Mastermind Europe: www.mastermindeurope.eu

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam: www.vu.nl

Adriaan Verkleij: a.c.l.verkleij@vu.nl

Sandra Hasanefendic: s.hasanefendic@vu.nl

Kees Kouwenaar: kees.kouwenaar@vu.nl
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