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• Lisbon Recognition Convention (LRC, 1997) 
ratified by almost all countries of the 
European Higher Education Area (EHEA)

• Recognition in line with the LRC one of the 
key commitments of the EHEA

• LRC referenced in Standards and Guidelines 
for QA in the EHEA (ESG Standard 1.4)

→ There is will and commitment.

• Free movement to study is a founding 
principle of the EHEA

• Implications for internationalisation
• Mobility target of 20% by 2020 

(Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve
Communiqué 2009)

• Success of the Erasmus+ mobility 
programme (more movement, more 
need for recognition)

→ There is demand.
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Context 
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=165
https://eua.eu/downloads/content/standards%20and%20guidelines%20for%20quality%20assurance%20in%20the%20european%20higher%20education%20area%20esg%202015.pdf


• Bologna With Student Eyes 2020 
indicates improvement in comparison to 
2018 and 2015, but…
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But are we getting there?
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BWSE 2020, p. 48
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Bologna Process 
Implementation 
Report, 2020, p. 84
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BPIR 2018, p. 145
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• Aim: to enhance capacities in terms of 
recognition procedures in compliance with 
the Lisbon Recognition Convention, where 
most recognition decisions in the EHEA are 
taken → HEIs (instead of ENIC-NARICs or 
governments)

• Target group: staff at higher education 
institutions who are responsible for 
recognition processes and decisions (e.g., 
admissions officers) 

• Erasmus+

• July 2020-June 2022

• Project consortium: EUA (coordinator), 
Crue, HRK, Nuffic
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“Spotlight on recognition” in a nutshell
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Information 
provision

Capacity 
building

Community 
building



• Academic Recognition Hub: Online space 
gathering all available resources on 
academic recognition: 
www.academicrecognition.eu

• STREAM online training platform: Several 
modules equipping recognition 
practitioners with substantial, practical 
knowledge about good practice in 
recognition; hosted by Nuffic

• Webinar: “Ensuring fair and transparent 
recognition procedures through Bologna 
Process tools” on 28 January 

• Webinar “Smooth recognition of academic 
qualifications: The role of quality 
assurance” on 29 April 

• LinkedIn group: “Academic Recognition in 
the European Higher Education Area”

• EUA mailing list on academic recognition 
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Activities
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http://www.academicrecognition.eu/
http://onlinecourse.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp?target=http://onlinecourse.ning.com/?xgi=4GF7lBzBZ4Fw2c&xgkc=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDn-KCWozDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3xeErTn_Yk
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8979636/
https://eua.efficy.com/crm/guest?app=eua&page=pages/NewsletterRecognitionHub.htm
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Thank you for your 
attention!

maria.kelo@eua.eu
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FOLLOW US

www.academicrecognition.eu
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