
 



 

BARCELONA WALKING TOUR: LA RAMBLA I EL GÒTIC 

A walking tour through Barcelona starting from Plaça Catalunya and ending at the Born can be 
a delightful way to explore the city's rich history, culture, and architecture.  

Here's a suggested itinerary: 

Plaça Catalunya 

Start your tour at Plaça Catalunya, a bustling square and transportation hub in the heart of 
Barcelona. Take some time to admire the grandeur of the square, its fountains, and sculptures 
before heading towards La Rambla. 

 

La Rambla 

Walk down La Rambla, Barcelona's most famous street. This vibrant boulevard is lined with 
shops, cafes, street performers, and vendors selling flowers, souvenirs, and more. Along the 
way, you'll encounter: 

• Palau de la Virreina (La Rambla, 99): Pause to admire the Palau de la Virreina, a historic 
palace showcasing Baroque architecture. 

• Mercat de la Boqueria (La Rambla, 91): Explore the Mercat de la Boqueria, one of the 
most famous markets in Barcelona. 

• Antic Hospital de la Santa Creu: (Carrer Hospital, 56) Just a short walk from Mercat de 
la Boqueria, you'll find the former Hospital de la Santa Creu. This historic hospital 
complex dates back to the 15th century and is an architectural gem of Barcelona. Admire 
its beautiful Gothic and Renaissance-style buildings and learn about its fascinating 
history as one of the oldest hospitals in Europe. While it no longer functions as a 
hospital, it now houses the Biblioteca de Catalunya (National Library of Catalonia) and 
other cultural institutions. Take some time to explore the courtyard and soak in the 
tranquil atmosphere of this historic site. 

• Gran Teatre del Liceu (Liceu Opera House) (La Rambla, 51-59): Marvel at the majestic 
facade of the Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona's renowned opera house. 

 

Palau Güell 

Take a slight detour to visit Palau Güell (Carrer Nou de la Rambla, 3-5), located just off La Rambla. 
Designed by the renowned architect Antoni Gaudí, this mansion is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site known for its innovative design and elaborate interiors. 

 

Plaça Reial 

After Palau Güell, head to Plaza Real, an emblematic square in the Barri Gòtic (Gothic Quarter) 
of Barcelona. Enjoy the lively atmosphere of this square, surrounded by palm trees and arcaded 
buildings. You can relax here, have a drink at one of the terraces, or simply people-watch. 

After taking a break at Plaza Real, continue your journey through the Gothic Quarter: 



Carrer Ferran 

From Plaza Real, head northwest onto Carrer Ferran. This bustling street is lined with shops, 
cafes, and restaurants, offering a lively atmosphere as you make your way through the heart of 
the Gothic Quarter. 

Plaça Sant Jaume 

Continue along Carrer Ferran until you reach Plaça Sant Jaume. This historic square is home to 
two of Barcelona's most important government buildings: the Palau de la Generalitat (seat of 
the Catalan government) and the City Hall (Ajuntament). Admire the architecture of these 
impressive buildings and take in the bustling activity of the square. 

Carrer del Bisbe 

From Plaça Sant Jaume, follow Carrer del Bisbe, a charming pedestrian street known for its 
picturesque architecture. Marvel at the intricate details of the buildings, including the famous 
Bridge of Sighs (Pont del Bisbe), an iconic Gothic arch connecting two buildings over the street. 

Barcelona Cathedral (Catedral de Barcelona) 

Continue along Carrer del Bisbe until you reach the Barcelona Cathedral, also known as the 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross and Saint Eulalia. This stunning example of Catalan Gothic 
architecture is a must-see landmark in Barcelona. Take some time to explore the cathedral's 
interior, admire its soaring ceilings and intricate stained glass windows, and perhaps even visit 
the cloister with its serene courtyard and resident geese. 

Museu Picasso 

From the Barcelona Cathedral, head southwest towards the Museu Picasso, located in the heart 
of the Gothic Quarter. This museum houses one of the most extensive collections of artworks 
by the 20th-century Spanish artist, Pablo Picasso. Explore the various galleries showcasing 
Picasso's masterpieces, spanning different periods of his prolific career. (Free visits on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from  19 to 21 hour) 

Santa Maria del Mar 

From the Picasso Museum, head towards the beautiful Santa Maria del Mar, a stunning Catalan 
Gothic church located in the El Born neighborhood. Marvel at its impressive facade and step 
inside to admire the soaring columns and intricate stained glass windows. Take a moment to 
appreciate the peaceful atmosphere of this architectural masterpiece. 

El Born 

After exploring Santa Maria del Mar, wander through the charming streets of El Born. This trendy 
neighborhood is known for its narrow alleys, boutique shops, and vibrant atmosphere. You can 
also visit the Mercat del Born, a former market turned cultural center that houses archaeological 
ruins dating back to medieval Barcelona. Explore the boutiques, cafes, and cultural spaces that 
line the streets of El Born, soaking in the unique ambiance of this historic neighborhood. 

 

Enjoy your walking tour of Barcelona! 

 

 



 

 


