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Learning and teaching in the European Higher Education Area:
Perspectives from the Trends 2018 report and the EFFECT project
6 December 2018
Scotland House

Rond-Point Schuman 6
1040 Brussels

Learning and teaching is a core mission for Europe’s universities and has gained in importance in
discussions when addressing the future of the European Higher Education Area. In recent years, EUA
has conducted several activities in the field of learning and teaching, with the view that universities
must drive developments in this area, in close collaboration with all major stakeholder groups,
including national and European policy makers.

This event will launch EUA’s flagship report Trends 2018: Learning and teaching in the European Higher
Education Area, which presents an analysis from data gathered from more than 300 higher education
institutions in 48 European countries. Trends 2018 examines how learning and teaching at European
higher education institutions evolves in the context of changing demands, and European- and national-
level policies and reforms. Findings from Trends 2018 will be presented and debated through a panel
discussion reflecting different stakeholder perspectives. In order to bridge these developments with
national and institutional practices and policies, the event will also offer perspectives from
the European Forum for Enhanced Collaboration in Teaching (EFFECT) project, with a focus on how
national strategies for learning and teaching contribute to enhancing learning and teaching, and how
institutional strategies can re-emphasise the education mission of the university.

Programme
9.30 Registration and coffee

10.00 Trends 2018 main findings and perspectives from European higher education institutions
Michael Gaebel, EUA
Klara Engels-Perenyi, European Commission
Philippe Emplit, Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium
Istvan Vilmos Kovdcs, Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary
Adam Gajek, European Students’ Union (ESU)
Facilitated by Thérése Zhang, EUA

12.00 Lunch
12.45 Breakout sessions: participants will have a choice between 2 sessions

(1) Study on national initiatives in learning and teaching in Europe

As a follow-up to some of the results of the Trends 2018 survey, this study is based on a series
of semi-structured interviews on national learning and teaching initiatives, with experts from
28 European higher education systems, conducted from November 2018 to August 2018 as
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part of the EFFECT project. The study maps and analyses major policies and initiatives by which
public authorities in these countries support the enhancement of learning and teaching.

Luisa Bunescu, EUA
Terry Maguire, National Forum for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning, Ireland

(2) Institutional strategies

In order to help higher education institutions develop and enhance strategic approaches for
learning and teaching, the EFFECT project has created an institutional strategies support
package. The latter consists of the ten European Principles for the enhancement of learning
and teaching and a collection of guiding questions designed for systematic reflection and
discussion around the Principles.

Michael Gaebel, EUA

Lewis Purser, Irish Universities Association (IAU)
Tuula Heide, University of Eastern Finland
Fernando Remido, University of Porto, Portugal

14.15 Conclusions from the day and ways forward

15.00 End of the day

European Forum for Enhanced Collaboration in Teaching Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
(EFFECT) of the European Union
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