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Consolidate as the One-stop Shop for Doctoral Education in Europe



We deal with very live issues



• Careers

– If R&D in Europe rises in line with government targets more demand for 
doctorates but also risk of relocation to emerging economies

– Will AI/digitization deskill some graduate jobs but place premium on 
analytical/synthetic skills of doctorate?

– Will populist governments support the Third Cycle or focus on short-term 
vocational needs?

• International mobility

– Rising middle class numbers in many parts of world with outbound traditions but 
will present patterns be sustained

– What vulnerability to geopolitics, migration politics, epidemics..

But also need to consider drivers of demand in the next decade



• Digital revolution continuing

– How much content virtualized? Will role of campus change? Can 
online ‘superbrands’ enter doctoral education?

– Will open science fundamentally change assessment regimes?

• Who delivers doctorates?

– Will organisations outside the university sector press for 
accreditation? 

• Divergence

– Direction of travel from Bologna has been convergence – how would 
the system deal with divergence in the concept of a doctorate?

And drivers of change in delivery



• EUA-CDE already has far more members than any other doctoral 
education organization but how much more growth?

• Should we continue recent trend towards more hands-on and virtual 
engagement by highly motivated groups of members?

– Specific needs in delivering doctoral education versus wider policy agenda

• Should we offer more scope for peer groups or regional groups within
CDE members to set their own agendas?

• How much outreach should we have to other parts of the world?

• Do we need to think more about the postdoctoral community?

Role for the EUA-CDE



• First decade has seen steady growth in scale and scope thanks to our 
founders, predecessors and current members

• Every reason to be optimistic that we can continue to meet the needs 
for European doctoral education and provide it with a strong and clear 
voice that we can reflect back into our own institutions

Golden decade


