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Innovation

Innovation Definition

� 10’200 students, incl. 2032 PhD

� 380 Faculty Members

� 1 billion CHF budget/y

� Very international

� Highly ranked

EPFL today
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Times Higher Education : 31

QS Ranking : 14

Shanghai Ranking (ARWU): 92

CWTS Leiden : 12 *

THE under 50: 1st

EPFL: 2015 & 2016 best young 

university in the world

Rankings 2016

EPFL Rankings
* Impact indicator PP(10%): proportion of a university’s publications that, compared with other 

publications in the same field and in the same year, belong to the top 10% most frequently cited

Nature Index 2015: 22
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Innovation

Innovation Definition

Education&Research Innovation&Entrepreneurship

� Tenure Track

� Graduate Schools

� Competition

� Internationality

� Governance

� 55’000 m2 lab/offices

� 110 startups and large companies

� 2’000 high value added jobs

� 2016: more than 300 million CHF 

invested on campus

Tech Transfer

The EPFL Ecosystem
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An ecosystem

EPFL Innovation Park

... including >110 start-ups

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

FINANCE, COMPUTING

HEALTH

NUTRITION

ENGINEERING, TRANSPORT, MATERIALS
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Bridging with Eastern Europe

� Specific programmes Switzerland – Eastern Europe

� White Paper Teaming

� Dominique Foray

� Expats as professors

� Students, PhD and Post Docs from Eastern Europe
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Elements

Teaming Elements

� EPFL motor for economic development in Western Switzerland

� Excellent research first – innovation will follow

� European deeply routed in their home country

� Excellent European researchers outside of Europe

� Enough buildings –more brains

� Senior expats and young talents

� Recruitment through Tenure Track 
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Campus Rolex Learning Center

The greatest danger for most of us is not that our aim is too high and we miss 
it, but that it is too low and we reach it.

Michelangelo

EPFL


